






Table 2: Effective Dates of Recycling/Hazardous Waste (HW) Disposal Requirements for 
Various Categories of Universal Waste (UW) Handlers ‡ 

 

‡
All citations, unless otherwise noted are to the California Code of Regulations, title 22, division 4.5. 

Disclaimer: Persons who manage universal wastes are responsible for complying with all applicable requirements.  This table summarizes some of the requirements that may apply; it 
does not replace or supercede any statutory or regulatory requirements.  In the event of an inconsistency, the statutes and regulations govern.   
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Waste Date Households 
Must Recycle or 

Dispose  of Waste as 
HW (if disposal is 

allowed)1 

Date CESQUWGs 
Must Recycle or 

Dispose of Waste as 
HW (if disposal is 

allowed)2 

Date All Other 
Handlers Must 

Recycle or Dispose of 
Waste as HW (if 

disposal is allowed)   

Type of destination facility 
required for waste to be eligible 

for management as UW 

Batteries February 9, 2006* 
(§66273.8(a)) 

February 9, 2006† 

(§66273.8(a)) 
Now HW disposal or authorized recycling 

facility 
Thermostats February 9, 2006* 

(§66273.8(a)) 
February 9, 2004† 

(§66273.8(a)) 
Now HW disposal or authorized recycling 

facility 
Lamps—TTLC-Failing February 9, 2006* 

(§66273.8(a)) 
February 9, 2006† 

(§66273.8(a)) 
Now Authorized recycling facility only 

(§66273.5(b)(3)) 
Lamps—TTLC-Passing February 9, 2006* 

(§66261.50) 
February 9, 2006† 

(§66261.50) 
Now 
(§66261.50) 

Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.5(b)(3)) 

Aerosol Cans (nonempty/pressurized) Now Now Now Hazardous waste disposal or 
authorized recycling facility 

Mercury Thermometers Now Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.7(b)(3)) 

Mercury Light Switches—Removed from a 
Vehicle 

Now Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.1(b)(4)) 

Mercury Light Switches—Contained in a 
Vehicle 

Now 
(§66261.50) 

Now 
(§66261.50) 

Now 
(§66261.50) 

Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.1(b)(4)) 

Non-Automotive Mercury Switches—
Removed from a Product (or Contained 
in a TTLC-Failing Product) 

Now Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.2(b)(5)) 

Non-Automotive Mercury Switches—
Contained in a Product 

February 9, 2006 
(§66261.50) 

February 9, 2006 
(§66261.50) 

February 9, 2006 
(§66261.50) 

Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.2(b)(5)) 

Dental Amalgam n/a (not likely to be 
produced by 
households) 

Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.3(b)(4)) 

Mercury Pressure or Vacuum Gauges Now Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.4(b)(3)) 

Mercury-Added Novelties Now 
(§66261.50) 

Now 

(§66261.50) 
Now 

(§66261.50) 
Most novelties: HW disposal or 
authorized recycling facility;  
However, novelties containing liquid 

                                                 
1 Through February 8, 2006 universal waste batteries, universal waste lamps, universal waste thermostats, and universal waste consumer electronic devices (CEDs) produced by 
households may be disposed of at permitted municipal solid waste or hazardous waste landfills. 
 
2 Through February 8, 2006, a CESQUWG may dispose of up to 20 pounds of universal waste batteries and 30 up to universal waste lamps in a calendar month, provided the wastes 
are disposed of at a permitted landfill and the generator remains in compliance with applicable requirements. 
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Waste Date Households 
Must Recycle or 

Dispose  of Waste as 
HW (if disposal is 

allowed)1 

Date CESQUWGs 
Must Recycle or 

Dispose of Waste as 
HW (if disposal is 

allowed)2 

Date All Other 
Handlers Must 

Recycle or Dispose of 
Waste as HW (if 

disposal is allowed)   

Type of destination facility 
required for waste to be eligible 

for management as UW 

mercury are only allowed to be sent 
to an authorized recycling facility. 
(§66273.7.5(b)(3)) 

Mercury Counterweights and Dampers Now Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.6(b)(4)) 

Mercury-Added Dilators and Weighted 
Tubing 

n/a (not likely to be 
produced by 
households) 

Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.8(b)(3)) 

Mercury-Added Rubber Flooring n/a (not likely to be 
produced by 
households) 

Now Now HW disposal or authorized recycling 
facility (if available) 

Mercury Gas-Flow Regulators n/a (not likely to be 
produced by 
households) 

Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.7.10(b)(3)) 

Universal Waste Electronic Devices February 9, 2006* 
(§66273.8(a)) 

February 9, 2006* 
(§66273.8(a))  

Now HW disposal or authorized recycling 
facility 

CRT Materials Now Now Now Authorized recycling facility only 
(§66273.6(b)(3)) 









Table 3: Universal Waste (UW) Container Requirements ‡ 
 

‡
All citations, unless otherwise noted are to the California Code of Regulations, title 22, division 4.5. 

Disclaimer: Persons who manage universal wastes are responsible for complying with all applicable requirements.  This table summarizes some of the requirements that may apply; it 
does not replace or supercede any statutory or regulatory requirements.  In the event of an inconsistency, the statutes and regulations govern.   
1/20/2006      Page 9 of 13 

Standards for required containers Waste 
 
 

 

Container 
required? Must the 

Container be 
closed, 
structurally 
sound, 
compatible, 
lacking evidence 
of leakage, 
spillage, or 
damage? 

Must the waste 
be packaged 
with packing 
materials 
adequate to 
prevent 
breakage? 

Must the 
container be 
airtight? 

Is a plastic bag 
required? 

Notes/other container requirements 

Mercury Gas-Flow 
Regulators 

(§§66273.13(l)(1), (2), & (3) 
& 66273.33(l)(1), (2), & (3)) Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

The regulator must be placed upright 
into container or package. 
 

Universal Waste 
Electronic Devices 

(§§66273.13(d)(1) & 
66273.33(d)(1)) 

No No No No No 

Whole UWEDs that are stored in a room 
on a pallet meet this requirement. 

CRT Materials 
(§66273.83(a)) Yes Yes No No No 

Whole CRT devices that are shrink-
wrapped on a pallet meet this 
requirement. 



Table 4: Handler Treatment Activities ‡ 
 

‡
All citations, unless otherwise noted are to the California Code of Regulations, title 22, division 4.5. 

Disclaimer: Persons who manage universal wastes are responsible for complying with all applicable requirements.  This table summarizes some of the requirements that may apply; it 
does not replace or supercede any statutory or regulatory requirements.  In the event of an inconsistency, the statutes and regulations govern.   
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Waste Treatment Activities that May Be Conducted by a 
(Universal Waste or CRT Material) Handler without a 

Permit or Other Authorization 

Status of Resultant Material 

Aerosol Cans 
(Health and Saf. Code 
§25201.16(h)) 

Processing aerosol cans to remove and collect the 
contents, provided the handler meets all the requirements 
of subdivisions (h) and (i).  (Notes: An offsite commercial 
processor may not process aerosol cans as a universal 
waste handler; an offsite commercial processor needs a 
hazardous waste facility permit to operate.  Also, a 
household hazardous waste collection facility is not 
considered to be an offsite commercial processor.) 

The drained contents of an aerosol can, if characteristically 
hazardous, are fully-regulated hazardous waste.  A drained can, if 
empty, is not regulated as a hazardous waste. (§66261.7(m)) 

Sorting, mixing, or discharging batteries; disassembling 
battery packs; removing batteries from consumer products 

The batteries are universal waste. 

Regenerating used batteries Regenerated batteries are not considered wastes.  However, fully-
regulated hazardous wastes could also be generated in the process. 

Batteries 
(§§66273.13(a)(2) & 
66273.33(a)(2)) 

Removing electrolyte Removed electrolyte, if characteristically hazardous, is a fully-
regulated hazardous waste 

Universal Waste 
Electronic Devices 
(§§66273.13(d)(2) & 
66273.33(d)(2)) 

 
[BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT] 

 
[BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT] 

Counterweights and 
Dampers – Mercury n/a n/a 

CRT Materials   
(§66273.83(b)(1))  

[BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT] 
 
[BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT] 
 

(§§66273.83(c)(10) and 
(11)) 

 
[BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT] 
 

 
[BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT] 

Dental Amalgam n/a n/a 
Dilators and Weighted 
Tubing – Mercury-Added  n/a n/a 

Gas-Flow Regulators – 
Mercury n/a n/a 

Gauges – Mercury 
Pressure or Vacuum  
(§§66273.13(g)(2) & 
66273.33(g)(2)) 

Draining elemental mercury from pressure or vacuum gauges 
at the site where the gauges were generated 

Drained mercury is a universal waste.  A drained gauge, if 
characteristically hazardous, is a universal waste. 

Lamps 
(§§66273.13(c)(3) & 
66273.33(c)(3)) 

Removing lamps from products or structures Removed lamps are universal wastes. 
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